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Dear Gary, 

Y 0 ur letter of the 1st, with enclosures, arrived this a.m., with a 
rather heavy mail, some of waich I T 11 be forwarding to you and Paul. Prior to its 
arrival, Jerry P paoned me, 30 *** knew you were^okay as of several weeks ago, which 
eased my mind a bit, and of your car trouble. My om wouldn’t start this a.m. 

Okay in Betzner letter. Penabaz books: be alert to possibilities of making 
better copies. The chance may come. N 0 more. CR1140 relates to one of the P files. 

I checked it last week and ordered the missing pages of it, rather those where we 
had poor copies. I think there was also a psge from perhaps 59 that I need on him. 

If you sent the memo to Paul of if I sent him a copy, he’ll know which. I think there 
is much to be said for the inclusion of such docs, as part of the whole story and as 
part of a related commentary on who elected Nixon. I have no present time for the 
Brener book. Paul and I disagree. I think it is possible it was really inspired by 
federal desires from what would seem to be a reasonable and responsible attack on 
Garrison, much needed for propaganda by USIA, for example, and the sudden Potter 
interest in this unpromising subject does not relieve my suspicions. I an interested 
still, but C8n spend no time on it for other things to be done are more important. 

Nothing new on John, he phoned again Saturday, after seeing Bud, and nothing 
he said related to the realities. As you are 8v/are, for I f ve sent you all copies, he 
has not addressed himself to the points I raised. He has not copyrighted Dick’s and 
my joint work on the sheila and mine on 399. (Mine was previously copyrighted and 
today I got the copyright on COUP II back, endorsed and approved.) I think you should 
understand that aside from deep personal resentment at this 8buse of my trust, the 
thing that most disturbs me is that he may very well blow some thing I have be en' woriing 
on since the summer of 1966, just when it is successful. Next I am, shall I say 
bitter? that he would steal and sell what he ’mows is mine and promised, in writing, 
not to use until after I got it printed. Here his dishonesty is more grevous, for 
when Dick and I forst got wind of what might be up '‘and partly because of mistrust 
of his judgement and interpretations) we offered a collaboration in the projected 
LOOK article, which inevitably involved our work as his, he declined it. With our 
circumstances what they are, this is an abuse I cannot accept, especially since I 
offered this to LOOK before ae began ’’^is" ?/ork-aad tney rejected it. I have my 
letters and theirs. My efforts with LOOK on this go back to 1966 and were repeated 
after I completed LM and were duplicated with another part of that structure, Cowles 
Publications, which read and rejected exactly this work, ^ou can assume I will not 
permit this if I can prevent it snd will not accept it in silence if I cannot prevent 
it. I would find tois intolerable, unmanly and an emotional burden that might, today, 
be too much. 

Sokeday I suppose I should read the LA Warren Report, but I cannot now 
afford it. Even the Wash Post review says it adds nothing. I csnnot add anything to 
COUP. It is already too large for commercial publication and at the edge of mechanical 
feasibility for a private printing, for which J still hope. 

If you opened the letter that reached you slit open in such a way as to 
preserve the envelope, please send it back to me. Large tapes: I have a machine that 
takes to 7-jy’ reels, three speeds.... I might likento hear ’Walker and ^olmes sometimes, 
but I could not nov7 take time to dub. 


\ 2/4/70 preceedong only Jp F&. 

I stopped to eat and toink tii3 rest need not interest him or mignt be unwelcmme. 

Bishibp: Fenn net possible as spurce. Too early. I’ve known about it 
since before I started with Lama rre,. that forced him to do what he did in 

^alif that resulted in Fred’s getting a copy* 

Perhaps you are correct about what you regard as the harshness of my 
letters to J ohn. I know him better than you. I do not expect harsaness to have 
any influence and I am certain less could not. I was not more indirect because 
1 do not think he is really a crook, only off an on ego kick, thus, I maintain a 
lingering hope that, if he becomes aware of what I sure as nell will do to nim, 
reason will recapture him from vaunting ego. I will continue to send you ana Dick 
copies of all correspondence. I accept your judgement on Paul. That is why I sought 
it, not trusting my ov/n. But you disclosed more than I did to aim. He will not 
esk questions. You were not in possession of my lest letter on this when you wrote. 

But do not kid yourself. When he has already copyrighted Dick’s and my work as his 
own, what possibility of ’’misjudging” remains? He migat , noxiestly, nave foggotten 
some of whet is in PM end t as docs I showed him, but could he by accident copyright 
our work? On the casings and on 399. I am satisfied he got off on this when Dick 
told him of Roffman’s accidental discovery of a fragment coming loose when a picture 
was taken for Tink. And can it b? accidental that he has asked them to duplicate 
my picture so closely that tney think they can get away with pretending it is the 
one they took for me? You will ultimately see the resl significance of this. When 
you get opened letters I T d best withhold it. 

Joyner- different than Joiner, on whom I also he ve extensive files. Paul 
got report, the one witn the y is a Nazi from Arlington, Va. 

Ycur medical discussion can be helpful. I realize you may be witnout 
time for response. -Speaking of time, I wisn tna:, for tie duration of bad weather 
you’d' discontinue the appearances waich, at this point, can contribute little at 
best and may not be worth even toe cost of gas. 

I am in a weak position if I disagree, but ^ixixixaxnk I think you over- 
simplify when you say "The things that are happening cannot make y^u anxious more 
than words can hurt any of us”. In the medical sense this is inapplicable because I 
begin with anxiety. In the figurative sense, when J ohn alone jeopardizes what I regard 
as the major breakthrough and amounts to stealing what we so urgently need, closing 
that possible opening for other work with ours purloined, I think it also unreal. In 
the sticks-and-stones sense, okay. But is that now relevant? We begin with an anxiety 
state and many contributing factors, I think more different ones than you can know. 

So, is not the real question not whether this can cause anxiety but wnether it can 
complicate it? Likewise, when you talk about others dropping out (as, for example, 
at least temporarily, Mark), thet also is not relsant, for it is the opposite of 
John’s dropping out that concerns me. If he would, if he had, I’d have had enough 
time from it to have written another book (which is another way of looking at it). 

And it is Pollyana taLk to tell me that when John is a crook I should be mad at the 
press and the government. They are co-existing. They esnno and dc not account for 
what he is up to....^’his may be on my subconscious, but you are awsre of just about 
all the conscious time I give it. I spent less then a minute on it yesterday with 
Bud, for one example. As you say, it would be good if we could be together end go 
through this. But we can’t. 
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I taink that regarales of whether of not this John taing figures 
strongly in my current situation, we are agreed in concern over tne blacking out* 

That, in turn, is complicated by what I regard as medical inaqequacies, current 
and past. In short, with the anxiety, I lack confidence in the medical (physical) 
examinations, current and recent past, and I think this preySs on my mind. Although 
1 have no basis but rumor, I was^ aware of tne petit mal possibilities through a 
friend where tae same thing existed in her family ... .i'.'any of the mistakes I make 
are because I am oth-r then tne general impression of me. I am rather disciplined, 
inclined to accept autaority, etc. So, when 10 days ago I had a medical examination, 
if tuat is the word, I didn’t stop to analyze it until I was driving home. It is then 
taht I realized, without medical knowledge, tnat it had to be inadequate. After I 
returned from the K.O. trip on which peased^out, 1 had e consultation wita a 
doctor wno nas since left our health association, *±e vaen ordered an 2XG (maybe 
E EG, I don’t recall.Electrodes on head, elsewhere.) 1 have had several over the 
years, somewnat regularly. The last wes at tne time referred to above. Do I have 
to be told that if it was indicated when I fainted, it was no less indicated when 
there was an abrupt and total loss of consciousness, with no warning? 

Le^, me take tne possibilities you list (for which thanks): I do not believe 
it was fatigue on arising, as I had 10-15 minutes earlier and feeling okay. I also 
do not believe it was hyperventillation, for the effects of that are felt, and since 
you told mo about exhaling, I do taa t so consciously I think it is becoming almost 
automatic. Side effects: ^ have been taking lower than meximum and prescribed 
dosages and the blood level then had to be low. If I had taken any, it was 
not more tnan 15 minutes earlier, and I am not certain I did. I think I hadn’t. I 
did not slip, for ajl'd have been aware of it, as I was aware of getting into the 
position where I could nave, and even the tnrow rug was not in disarray. Is amnesia 
selective? Doss it split seconds? .. .Neurological problem: last time there was also 
this test (negative), end I realized tais also was indicated. 

The duration had to be very brief. At nost a coupke of minutes, during 
which time I could have been on the floor only at most a few seconds, although 1 
have only a slight consciousness of two things before coming to on tQ9 toilet. I 
remember walking in that direction and, while doing it, looking at my rignt hand, 
where tne injury (as elsewhere) was very slight. 

The prescription of relaxation is reasonable, doctor. What is lacking is 
any suggestion as to how one can go about it. This I also know, and I try to accom- 
plish it. Aside from the long time recently in correspondence, ± hsve been working, 
which is wnat I want to do. Nor do I regard the things to which you elude as 
catastrophic, and I regularly seek those who I have tried without success to turn on 
(yesterday succeeding, by the way, without emotional benefit today, which has been 
a difficult one since I got up).... I thiuk my main go ncern now is the blacking out 
and the concommi tants , including medical inadequacies and my financial inability to 
seek other medical advice, ^'ois costs us {500 annually. I think, at least ip part, 
my failure to get any kind of explanation of the not-imagined things c- ntributes. 

Like s significant change in my bowels, and the increasing tendency for small feces 
to harden, accumulate and be extremely difficult to pass (This year on the cheekup 
they skipped the Proctoscopic examination, and have no reason to believe this was 
negligent). Roughly coinciding with this blacking out is an increased discomfort on 
the back of tne tongue and throat-mouth, waich I*d attributed to my heaey smoking, 
esp. cigars. I went into the clinic yesterday, uaving very definitely left a small 
lump on the back of the tongue Saturday night), ^t was not there then. But I still 
have a slightly-uncomfortable feeling on tne back of the tongue on swallowing. I 
realize other thi-gs than smoking, like perhaps the excessive dryness of the house, 
may be involved. Incidently, I had, 'non, decided to quit cigars when I finished 
that box and to tapei off of smoking with cigarettes. In three days I smoked less 
than a single pack, which I regard as pretty good, but today I am smoking more, on 
the belief that not to do so could contribute to the anxiety. I think part of this 
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current unease is really because of the raedicsl non-responsiveness* I had written 
the doctor who is the equivalent of my '’family” doctor on return last monday. H e 
placed e call Saturday, f when I was not here. Howard, who is intelligent, said I»d be 
home soon. When he didn t return the call, I presumed he quit for the day. I phoned 
him yesterday when I was in the clinic and the nurse told me he had nothing to say 
and was leaving then (I presume ^necessary hospital calls). I then went to the 
ofiice of the medical director, who was out, but except for the couple of minutes 
I was out getting tnemail, I f ve been in the house all day. It is now going on three 
and he hasn T t phoned. T' a i s does disturb me, for I take it as a lack of decent 
concern .and of irresponsibility. As you say, certain minima were ignored. I just 
cannot afford calling him. Mary not sent me $10.00, I»d not have had enough 
money for gas and parking lots. I never buy .food in EC. 

W hat all of this reminds me of is the one sensible psychiatric s 
consultation I T vc had, years ago, when the helicopters were driging 111 down the- 
wall. The shrink said he was not worried about her reactions. They were normal. 

Of course, wo should get into na position where they could be avoided, like moving 
away, but how can you live like that and not reatft and still be of healthy mind? 

The healthy mini, he said, has to react. Makes sense. Now this is not tne same thing. 
But is is in the same class. How can I ignore both blacking out and the failure of 
my doctors to tell me anytning at all about it, even after I weite and ask? Would 
there not be something v/rong if this did not concern me? Can I get into the car 
oblivious of it? Or not have it in the remote deceases of my mind when I am hom 9 
alone all dsy? 

Meanwhile, until I learn wnat it is or can be from, I feel I'd best 
avoid unnecessary exertion, and 1 know need more exercise than I can gat. So, 
this also disturbs me a little, for I am pushing 60 and am stiffening and am 
weakening, whiea is but normal. 

A oo long. rush on the Crafard file. But I am anxious to get your 
COUP comments as soon as possible. 

Thanks for the time ana help. 


Best, 


